WORDS ONLY SOUTHERN WOMEN KNOW

Let me start out with a saying that I as a man hear daily the words “you guys  & fellers” and the usage still does not make sense to a me as a Southerner.

Y’all means……... y’all plain and simple. It does not mean “you guys” as I often hear our learned local TV News anchors and others referring to you guys when talking to both our southern men and women. Come on now “fellers” that might not also cut it because you may still be talking to both women and men. If I were a woman, I would not want to be called “you guys or fellers.” To help our northern brethren who have relocated to the South to hopefully adjust, below are just a few important sayings that might make your stay more pleasant and understanding.

If you are new to the South and someone asks you to pass the “changer or clicker” it just means the remote control for the TV. If a Southerner woman says, “Bless Your Heart, she doesn’t mean it. It’s her nice way of telling you to put on your grown up pants and deal with it, don’t take it as a compliment.  If a Southern Woman calls another woman a “hussy” it would mean that woman is a bad woman and would likely run off with anyone’s husband.

When a southern woman says,  “I have a mind to” you better listen closely to the rest of the sentence because it could be either good or bad depending on what follows. Some southern women are hunters but the meaning “that dog won’t hunt” has no connection to hunting, meaning only that what you said at the moment was not a good idea; furthermore, she did not appreciate entirely what you said, even though you do not know exactly what you said, because at this point and time you should be heading for the door rather quickly.

If that same southern woman is having an afternoon drink with you and she refers to her husband as “about as useful as a pogo stick in quicksand” and in the same breath states that he is “so clumsy he could trip over a cordless phone,” or “if brains were leather, he wouldn’t have enough to saddle a junebug” you might  immediately excuse yourself, as this marriage ………….ain’t  a fixin to survive. But if you stay here long enough, plant some roots, you’ll grow up to become a full-fledged Southerner just like the rest of us. Later when someone from the North asks you for change for a Nine Dollar Bill, you can make a lifetime friend by giving him three three dollar bills for his nine dollar bill. Remember it it is:……...  “y’all not you guys or fellers.”
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