VOTING ON THE GULF COAST AND IN  MISSISSIPPI

You and I have the privilege of living in the greatest country in the history of this God-Created earth. The fact that we can work hard, become more educated, and pursue the dream that each of us wishes to pursue if our finances and intellectual capacity carries us to success is great. On the other hand, we can lack motivation and have no ambition of any kind, and decide to live off the public in some capacity or another; however, that choice is still our choice and our choice alone that we consciously make. That is what is unique about this great land that we call the “United State of America.” The preceding being said at first glance may appear to not have any connection to voting for people who offer themselves to serve at election time.

The case and point is the pathetically low turnout of registered voters that actually turns out to vote in any given election period. A little over 20% of the registered voters (Republicans & Democrats combined) voted for the most important position of United States Senator & Fourth District Congressman on June 3rd. There are many important decisions that will be made by our elected officials in Washington that will have consequences for each of us for generations to come concerning the international, national, state, and local levels. We as citizens of this great country need to increase our awareness of the fact that just over 20% of the citizens of the State of Mississippi are making decisions for the other 80% of us …….who do not vote.
There are many countries where many of its citizens travel on foot for days each way to vote and often the percentage of registered voters in that country is in the 85%+ range. Yet, all we have to do is drive down to the voting center in an air-conditioned vehicle, vote in an air-conditioned building, and drive backs to our air-conditioned house and watch the counting on television. It is quite pathetic and disappointing to say the least. In future columns, I may have some ideas to improve the system. I am sure many of those now in political office might not like the suggestions; however, who really cares as most of them are often protecting their own political turf. Bob Usey can be reached at bob@bobusey.com © “Copyright”, 2014, Bob Usey
