VOTING MADE SIMPLE !
Voters in the State of Mississippi during the next few months will be courting the electorate for their vote in races from constable to governor. A voter in the State of Mississippi should be able to vote for the person of their choice in every election. A simple solution is one form of an Open Primary System that allows the many candidates of any party, persuasion, platform, philosophy, religion, etc. to participate. This method of voting will let the top two top choices of the voters participate in a runoff for the respective office that they are seeking. This system allows for Republicans, Democrats, Independents, Taxpayer's Party, Reform Party, and all others to independently support and vote for their choice…….all at one time and in one election. After all, when a person is elected, they should represent all of the people.  A good example of the efficiency of the open primary system was shown in the recent mayoral election in Biloxi. Ten candidates qualified and the two with the highest total votes made the runoff..…. very simple and efficient!
This system of an Open Primary allows for all voters to have an equal vote in electing or in some cases, defeating every candidate. The Open Primary electoral system allows for each of us to simply cast our vote for "the candidate." As a State Senator, I had the privilege of helping to write the Republican Platform for the State of Mississippi in the 1980's. I would lay odds that maybe one in a hundred present Republican office holders have taken the time to read the old or the newly revised party platform……the same would hold true concerning Democratic office holders and candidates. My point being, that running as a Republican or Democrat on the local level usually means that it is "politically expedient" to run as one or the other in that particular race or district. Most candidates make an assessment as to whether they can best be elected on the basis of qualifying with a certain party in that district as opposed to what the platform of the particular party stands for. Sad, but true, that is the reality of politics as we know it on the local level……. we still vote for "the person." A candidate for an office in an open primary election can call themselves a Republican, Democrat, conservative, liberal, etc. or whatever they wish, and then let the people decipher and wade through the political rhetoric.  
My point is simple and straightforward. People vote for the person (the candidate) and when they know very little about one seeking their vote, then the other variables, come into play, namely party, platform, religion, race, etc. The open primary electoral process will allow for more individuals to offer themselves to the electorate and not be deluged with the staggering costs of running three election campaigns…….a primary election, a runoff election, and then a general election. The whole process is cumbersome, confusing at best to the electorate, antiquated, and needs to be changed………now is the time as candidates for the legislature and state wide offices ask for our vote.
Certain influential members of the Republican Party and Democratic Party are guilty of maintaining the "status quo" in keeping the closed primary system in place. Why? Because they are able to identify through the "primary voting list and financial contribution list” potential contributors to their present and future campaigns, names that can be added to the data base of their party. Also, those who are in control of both the "money and voter lists" can often hand-pick their candidates on the state and local level, while the "little guy" is often left to flounder aimlessly seeking votes. Political Parties are not entirely to blame for the herein-state confusion at voting time. There are other groups and individuals, who for selfish, political, or economic reasons would oppose and open primary system of voting.
The present closed primary system often produces candidates at the ideological extreme who spend more time fighting with each other than addressing the pressing problems both locally and at the state level. Some say an open primary will increase voter participation and force candidates to focus on issues rather than on partisanship. Others, say that an open primary will allow independent voters, now excluded from primaries, a chance to participate, and also give minority party voters in non-competitive districts a "real say" in selecting their representatives. Proponents of open primaries argue that victorious candidates will have broader bases of support. Finally, many have concluded that political parties in states with open primaries have become stronger and healthier.
Several years ago, Secretary of State Eric Clark, a State Democratic Leader advocated publicly the Open Primary Election for Mississippi. I have not heard anything else or seen any evidence or advocacy for an open primary system by any other high-ranking elective official of either Political Party in our state. Some of our present office holders will blame the Federal Voting Rights Act for not receiving approval of an acceptable "open primary" in the State of Mississippi……..and to some degree they are right. We must get Federal Approval to implement any new changes to the voting statutes in our great State of Mississippi. So, let's pass an open primary bill in the first session of the 2016 Mississippi legislature, let the Governor sign the Bill, and hand the ball to our representatives in Washington. It will then be the responsibility of those on the national level to remove us from under the cloak and scrutiny of the Federal Voting Rights Act of the Federal Government for "alleged past wrongs." Our Mississippi Legislature, state-wide officials, and those on the Federal Level need to close ranks and let us move forward with a system of voting where everyone can vote for "their candidate" in every election…….…an open primary election. Bob Usey can be reached at bob@bobusey.com. © “Copyright”, 2015, Bob Usey
