VOTING IN AMERICA & MISSISSIPPI

Hopefully the significance of the title of this commentary will be explained herein within the details. On this first full week of November with the daytime temperatures being pleasant and the night air being cuddly comfortable, it should make each of us pause and do some serious introspection in our lives. First, I thank God for being born into the “greatest county” in the history of the world, while you can thank whomever you so choose. With the seeming endless political advertisements recently coming to an end, each political candidate submitting themselves to the public for consideration had the opportunity to run for office, express the details of his or her candidacy, win or lose. You and I had that same opportunity to “cast our vote” for whomever we please without repercussions. The next day we all go about our own way in life with our families, jobs, and short and long range plans for our personal success in life. Most of all, we can go as far in our individual pursuits as our individual motivation and talents will take us, simply because of the many freedoms that we enjoy each day.

My point in the previous paragraph, less than 40% of the people “took the time to vote” in the most recent election; whereas, in some countries that do not look fondly on democratic voting by the public, there is often a 90%+ voter turnout, with people walking long distances to the polling places and walking the same distance back home. Shame on the 60%+ of registered voters who did not even take the time to “drive in their automobile” a mere half-mile to cast a vote. 

With the passing of ‘Veterans Day” earlier in the week, each of us needs to reflect on our many blessings and the guarantee of freedom that we enjoy, but sometime take for granted, often thinking that we are entitled to this great way of life. Many have made the ultimate sacrifice so that each of us can be who we are, what we are, where we are, and more importantly have the opportunity to succeed or fail. Simply stated, others have “paved the roadway for each of us to hopefully leave a smoother road for others to travel in the future.”  Bob Usey can be reached at bob@bobusey.com © “Copyright”, 2014, Bob Usey
