Tourism & Politics….Stay Tuned !

I always like to think positive about anything that is changed in the name of prosperity, progress, and basically what is being perceived as best for the Mississippi Gulf Coast as a whole. This idea of change is not new or even recent, as in the 1980”s, the entities in Harrison County decided it would be a “good idea” to promote Harrison County through one unified Chamber of Commerce. It did not take long for the City of Biloxi to decide that they were not getting their “fair share of publicity,” thus the genesis of the Biloxi Bay Chamber of Commerce and shortly there after others organized their own Chambers of Commerce. That is quite all right and that is the reason that we have separate cities with the people of that particular city determining their own direction in the marketplace, and how each is to be promoted to the public.

Fast-forward to 2013, the Mississippi Gulf Coast Regional Tourism and Visitors Bureau was enacted into law at the request of some of the officials in the three Coast Counties. Appointments were made consisting of 15 members with nine appointments from Harrison County and three members from Jackson and Hancock Counties each. Again, I always like to think positive and think that those who decided it was both a “good idea” and best for the entire Mississippi Gulf Coast, need to reflect on the 1980”s Chamber of Commerce. Within the last week the “sudden resignation” of the Executive Director of the newly formed Regional Tourism and Visitors Bureau, raises questions and as we would say where I grew up in D’Iberville; “Something just ain’t right on the horizon.”

My personal opinion is that when appointments to the newly formed Tourism & Visitors Bureau was made, there were too many recycled officials with wrinkles some with a pecuniary interest, that needed to enjoy their past contributions to the Mississippi Gulf Coast and let a new and younger group take the reign of promoting the Mississippi Gulf Coast and its many amenities.

There are many young and energetic individuals on the Gulf Coast that can and will contribute much to the future of Tourism and the economy of our area. The Boards of Supervisors of the three Coastal Counties make all 15 appointments, and if they continue to recycle the same old people under a new name, then just look for the Mississippi Gulf Coast Regional Tourism and Visitors Bureau to go the way of the “once good idea of a unified Gulf Coast Chamber of Commerce.” Bob Usey can be reached at bob@bobusey.com. © “Copyright”, 2013, Bob Usey

