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TOUGHEST JOB

After reading this article, you might want to cut it out put on the refrigerator door, or perhaps wonder what in the world was Bob Usey drinking, did something fall on his head, or just what happened to him along the way. I know, some of us men have had to work one tough job, some even had to work two jobs, and a few have had multiple jobs all at the same time. For that dedication and commitment to your family you are to be commended. However, I am talking about the really tough job of being a “good mother.” Having just observed Mothers’ Day made me think of my own mother, wife, and daughters and the millions of mothers, wives, and daughters, who have sacrificed themselves and given each of us the “jump start” that maybe they did not have but did what was expected to make the family viable, strong, and functional on a day to day basis. Let me expand my thinking further on the preceding.  Sure, a good strong and functional family can always use the help of a dedicated strong father figure no doubt. When we are honest with ourselves, place our masculine egos in the background, and pull in our expanded chest a little after a deep breath, we often realize that it was ‘mom” who most often sent us off to school in the morning, greeted us in the evening, wiped the tears from our eyes, stayed awake all night long for days when we were sick, and more importantly was there to give us encouragement when we needed it. Yes, there she was also to show us right from wrong, and for some of us it was a full-time job keeping us out of trouble. I use the word “MOM” throughout this article to bring home the point of the important role of a woman as a mom, wife, and daughter. Thirty years ago, one in four marriages ended in divorce and now it is approximately one divorce in every one and half marriages. Working women presently have an even “tougher job” to strive for the “Ozzie & Harriet” ideal of a good, sound, and functioning family, even if they are not divorced but still married. Women, in particular working women, in my opinion have the “TOUGHEST JOB” day in and day out to be effective in their dual roles within a family. We as men probably need to slow down somewhat, look more closely at our surroundings within our families, especially our mothers, wives, daughters, smell the roses, thank God for the dedication, partnership, and love provided to each of us by that special woman in each of our lives. In the big scheme of life, material things really are unimportant; it is what is in the heart and soul of the individual that is most important.
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