TWIN CITIES? BILOXI-D’IBERVILLE

Having spent most of my life living within the Cities of Biloxi and D’Iberville, it is encouraging to see the commercial development taking place within the borders of both cities. In addition it appears that the administration of both cites has come to realize that it is in the best interest to work together and encourage each in their individual endeavors. A often used phrase  “a rising tide lifts all boats” certainly applies to the present and future for the people of the Biloxi-D’Iberville Area. Recently, Mayor Gilich of Biloxi extended an olive branch through a congratulatory release to D’Iberville on the opening of their first casino, the Scarlet Pearl. Although confidential inquiries by businesses in their efforts to relocate to either city is understood to be “held close to the vest,” it would be wise for periodic dual meetings by both the administrations and city councils to take place. These unofficial (no formal action) meetings can serve as “brainstorming sessions” with the ultimate end being a mutual promotion of Biloxi-D’Iberville as “one destination” area and let the other cities partner-up if they so desire. 

Past years of legal expenses by both cities, bumping heads concerning boundaries and expansion plans have cost the taxpayers many millions of dollars, which could have been utilized in other areas within each city. Biloxi and D’Iberville are uniquely ALIKE more than any other two cites that I am aware in Mississippi. History, family ties and the “can do attitude” are just some of the common threads that unite both cities.

Based on recent media releases by both cities, there are many “new and exciting” ventures that are in the process of locating within the Biloxi-D’Iberville Area. “Fight like hell” to get that business and tax base to locate within your respective city limits is the goal of the leaders within each city. Once location is determined in either city, then put your best “salesman’s hat on” to get to get the next business or jobs-producing entity to locate within your respective city limits. 

In my opinion, frequent communication between the Cities of Biloxi and D’Iberville will go a long way in facilitating the anticipated growth of each.  Remember, “A rising tide lifts all boats.” Bob Usey can be reached at bob@bobusey.com © “Copyright”, 2015, Bob Usey

