THE LITTLE YELLOW SCHOOL BUS

It appears from the title of this article that the message herein expressed will pertain to some light moment in the day of one of our students on a little yellow school bus. I am sure unless one has been half-asleep on their way to and from work each day, each of us has on more than one occasion encountered a “little yellow school bus” either picking up or dropping off children near their homes. Sometime this encounter will take place on a side street where traffic is to a very minimum; however, often this constant “stopping and starting by the little yellow school bus” often will take place on very heavily traveled roadways such as Pass Road, which should be of concern to each of us. 

Sure there are fines in place for passing a “stopped school bus that is loading and unloading children in the morning and evening.” To the credit of a great majority of motorist, those traveling immediately behind a yellow school bus and those approaching from the opposite direction will stop until the sign on the bus driver’s side is retracted.

Fast forward to my point. While driving last week on Pass Road, I could see that a yellow school bus had completely stopped and school children were exiting the bus after a long school day. Being in the same lane as the bus, I stopped as usual to wait for the bus to move forward; however, a vehicle came speeding by both vehicles (mine and the bus) in the left lane never slowing down. If a child were walking in front of the school bus and assumed it was safe to cross busy Pass Road, then there would have been a possible critical or even fatal injury. Some idiot and impatient drivers “still at this point and time do not know that it is against the law to pass a stopped school bus loading and unloading students.” THERE IS NO EXCUSE FOR IGNORANCE OF THE LAW IN THIS SITUATION. What bothers me most is that the sign that is supposed to either automatically or manually be extended out from the driver’s side to halt traffic in both directions was never displayed. Whether the absence of the sign was human error or mechanical in nature, the life of a child is too precious to take that gamble by a school bus driver or motorist traveling our roadways.
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