THE FUTURE OF BILOXI

The beginning of a “New Biloxi” will surface on April 28th as ten individuals vie for the important job of Mayor of the City of Biloxi. There are many different matters to consider in such an important election, such as police and fire protection, maintenance of streets drainage, and sewers, maintaining and protection of our remaining seafood industry, all tourism related entities, development of the planned perimeter street and improvement around the east end of Biloxi along Back Bay, encouraging further development along this corridor, etc. Whoever is elected to this important position will have a tough job to see that basic constituent services are met and the City meets all of its financial obligations. In viewing the landscape from the outside, at the present there does not appear to be any one thing that is going to provide a “quantum leap in revenue” for the City of Biloxi and its newly elected mayor & incumbent councilmen. It appears that some hard choices will have to be made in the near future, which mean that the old adage of fiscal responsibility and good “old belt tightening” may not be an option but may be the stark reality in setting future budgets for the City of Biloxi. Most citizens do not know that a majority of departmental budgets in the City of Biloxi during the last fiscal year were decreased by approximately $600,000. What will happen during the next round of budget planning within the City of Biloxi will be a good guess……………. Who will be cut next?

I am sure that the elected officials of Biloxi will collectively do their best to “wade through” whatever comes down the pike. One example is the “promise- not a threat” by Mississippi Power Company to raise everyone’s electricity rates by 40%. The City of Biloxi monthly 40% increase in the electricity bill would be passed on to the electorate in some form……. and that is you.  The average monthly bill presently paid to Mississippi Power approximates $231,000, while the total paid to others approximates $337,000 monthly. If you so choose, state any other expenditure within the City and just add a conservative three, five, or ten percent increase in all or any of the services provided and one can see the potential for serious budget concerns in the near future. Bob Usey can be reached at bob@bobusey.com. © “Copyright”, 2015, Bob Usey
