“TAKING PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY”

We have all have heard or used the phrase during our lifetime “Taking personal responsibility for our actions.”  In repeating a phrase or spouting words because they appear to be politically correct or in some situations are just the “right thing to say at the moment, often does not do us any good unless we actually do some personal introspection as to what the words actually mean in our own daily lives.

Either as a child or adult we may have stated ourselves or heard someone else make the statement that the devil made me do it or, Johnny or Mary caused me to do such and such, or I would have not done it they had not made me do me do it.” Baloney! I am responsible for me and me alone, while you are responsible for you and only you. No one can make any of us do anything in our daily lives that we generally are not complicit in being a party to the action.

We all have that little but powerful mechanism within each of us called ‘free will” that governs what we choose to do or choose not to do and more importantly with whom and when we choose do to do anything. 

I am responsible for me, you are responsible for you, and everyone else is responsible for himself or herself and the actions that they take while exercising their free will, it is called “taking personal responsibility” for our actions in life. Having once been young, later been a teacher and parent, I am well-aware of the excuses used by many in justifying actions that are unacceptable in today’s society; however, as a Christian I believe that when our lives come to the end, we must all stand judgment on “our own individual successes and failures” in life” and that there will be no one to testify and account for our life on earth but ourselves…there will be no character witnesses. Zig Zigler, author and public speaker used ten two letter words that have always remained in my mind: “IF IT IS TO BE IT IS UP TO ME.” . Bob Usey can be reached at bob@bobusey.com © “Copyright”, 2014, Bob Usey
