Sports, Extra Curricular Activities & Lessons in Life

The conclusion of the football and volleyball season and the beginning of basketball and soccer, will soon be followed by track, baseball, etc. early in 2014. Other students supported by their parents may be engaged at school in art, music, debate, business investment class, shop,  mechanics, robotics, part-time employment, etc. The chosen path of a student engaged in any extra curricular activity is unimportant generally speaking: however, it is what is derived from participation in such activity. What is important is that a student participate in “something” that will be meaningful within their lives in a practical sense, other than just the facts, figures, and rote memory regurgitation of those facts and figures within the confines of the classroom walls.

For clarification I am merely saying that classroom education

is the nucleus and primary  reason why we have schools. The idea is to pass on that basic information along with life’s coping skills to our students in the hope that each student will be successful later in life in whatever endeavor is pursued by them. In my opinion, the extracurricular activities herein mentioned are of equal importance to many students in developing their “life-coping skills “ within our school system.

What often happens within our world as parents, grandparents, teachers, and supporters of our educational system, we sometime become myopic in our viewpoint, and do not look at the role of the big picture for our children. If we are interested in music, sports, debate, engineering, etc. we tend to view that discipline as being “the most important” in the lives of our students. By viewing each academic and extracurricular activity as equal partners that compliment each other rather than compete for the student will do much to enhance our educational system within the State.  

The intangibles received from extra curricular activity participation in school often are overlooked by parents, students, and teachers alike. 

Discipline, commitment, part of a team, pride, ego enhancement, etc. can all be derived from inside and outside the classroom participation by the student.  Participation  by the student supported by others is the key word inside and outside the classroom. Education is the sum total of our life’s experiences. The more practical experiences that a student has inside and outside the classroom will make that student ready to take on the challenges of the real world as we know. Bob Usey can be reached at bob@bobusey.com. © “Copyright”, 2013, Bob Usey
