SHEPARD SMITH OF FOX NEWS NEEDS TO GROW UP

I just happened to be home after lunch this past Friday, the day before Mississippi State and Alabama were to play their well-anticipated football game. Chris Wallace of Fox was doing his usual promotion of who would be his guest on Chris’ weekend news show while appearing with Shepard Smith on Fox Cable. At the very end, Chris Wallace finished with “what about the Mississippi team playing Alabama tomorrow.” Shepard Smith hesitated for about three seconds and his only answer was “roll tide” which was certainly his right to say whatever he wanted to a national audience. The point is that Shepard Smith grew up in Holly Springs Mississippi and attended the University of Mississippi, and on this day sounded like a spoiled “frat boy” in his response to Chris Wallace.

Basically he could have promoted the “whole State of Mississippi” by simply saying that he would be supporting every Mississippi College Football Team, but when it is an instate rivalry between U. Mississippi (his school) and Mississippi State or any other for that matter, he is supporting his alma mater. That would be class, but in my opinion Shepard Smith lacked any semblance of class while having the opportunity to say something positive about Mississippi State University and all our Mississippi Universities; yet, still pledging support for his alma mater.

I would think that someone growing up in Holly Springs Mississippi and  according to some public information making in excess of seven million dollars per year in his position at Fox News would be more supportive of and sensitive to any public statements for or against the State of Mississippi, or any of its subsidiaries, educational, governmental, etc., especially from one of its own. 

I like so many Mississippians, have family and many friends past and present that have attended all of our State Universities either on academic, athletic scholarships or just by loans and hard work. I do understand loyalty to one’s alma mater, and the good-natured kidding that goes along among the alumni of each institution, but not this time.

Yes Shepard, you can do an interview, edit the hour interview down to a ten second sound bite to make the story what you want it to be; however, this time, you put your whole foot in your mouth. Bob Usey can be reached at bob@bobusey.com © “Copyright”, 2014, Bob Usey 

