RESPECT FOR AUTHORITY

Some time ago I wrote a similar article on the same subject; however, I do not know that the same message is not worth repeating over and over, and again. Those of us that are believers as Christians who tend to follow rules and laws that start with the Ten Commandments (not suggestions). Federal, State, and local laws are all enacted for the benefit of the majority of us whether or not you and I like or even agree with the way the laws are written.

The reason for the preceding is that recently there has been an unusually high outright murder of law enforcement officers throughout our country. Many of these were just cowardly killings of law enforcement personnel simply because they were wearing a badge and uniform and were simply doing their job in the most routine of fashions, such as a routine traffic stop.

I am not or ever have been a law enforcement officer, but common sense tells me that this day and time, “there is no such thing as a routine traffic stop daytime or nighttime any longer.” 

Every time that a law enforcement officer personally has stopped me, you can bet that it was not to wish me a good day. I was speeding, improper change of lane, signal light out, etc.  Whatever the reason, just follow the authoritative command of the officer.  Pull over at a safe site, keep your hands on the steering wheel until the officer reaches the side of your vehicle, then answer any questions asked (still keeping your hands on the steering wheel), only reach for your wallet or glove compartment if commanded to do so by the officer.

If you and I are not guilty of any federal, state, or local laws, then we should not have anything to fear; otherwise, it is those individuals who are career criminals or have criminal intent that make all of us suspect, at least until we have had the opportunity to engage the officer through dialogue.

Respect, courtesy, and empathy (being able to put yourself in the other person’s shoes) are all needed in every day life as we encounter others. 
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