PHIL NEEDS TO VIST FOFO FOR ADVICE…..AGAIN !

     The heading of this article appears to be a blanket endorsement of the entire long-range planning of the City of Biloxi, but it is not as such. My point to the credit of Mayor Gilich and the Biloxi City Council at least there is a long range plan in the City for development beyond four and even eight years depending on BP Settlement Money, FEEMA Funds, and any additional ad valorem taxes increases that may occur over the years. If I recall in recent news releases, the approximate cost for all of the planned improvements within the city will be near the $750 Million figure. To those skeptics about whether all of even some of those goals will be reached, I say to them that time will tell all. But, at least there is a workable and hopefully attainable goal set for the City of Biloxi beyond one fiscal year to the next.

     Contrast the planning in Biloxi with that of the State of Mississippi and you will find that there is very little planning from one fiscal year to the next by the State of Mississippi. If there is any future planning, the news of such planning certainly never reaches the average Mississippian.  Each year the Mississippi Legislative Budget Office drafts a budget based on projected revenue and projected expenses with input from the Governor, Lt. Governor, and Speaker of the House. If revenues are down, budgets are usually cut across the board and if revenues are up then you already know the rest of the story. Those excess funds will be spent during that particular legislative session, and then the legislature and elected officials will worry about next year, the next year, and subsequent years when each arrives.” So much for future planning by our state leaders”.

Leadership by elected officials within a city and state is only as good as the planning and advice given by competent and efficient advisors surrounding both the administration and the legislative body. Biloxi appears to have those advisory individuals in place. Bob Usey can be reached at bob@bobusey.com© “Copyright”, 2015, Bob Usey
