PERSISTENCE

“Refusing to give up or let go” appears to be a short dictionary definition of the word persistence. On the surface, one may say so what, it does not mean anything to me. Oh yes it does……Persistence in life makes the difference in success or failure in what endeavor we undertake. It is hard to start something, and when we do, it gets rough as often the potential outcome is not always clear. Those who succeed in life know that accomplishments do not come easy. The one thing that keeps most of us going and “striving on for a better life” is persistence, which can be a blend of dedication, education, determination, and outright perseverance which is the lifeline that will see us through difficult times during our lifetime.

The following words by President Calvin Coolidge stress the importance of persistence in our daily lives. Simply stated, the words PRESS ON should energize each and everyone of us to be the best that each of us can be while never settling for second best.

PRESS ON

By President Calvin Coolidge

Nothing in the world can take the place of

   Persistence. Talent will not; nothing is more

   common than unsuccessful men with talent.

    Genius will not; unrewarded genius is almost

      A proverb. Education alone will not; the world

   Is full of educated derelicts. Persistence and

                              Determination alone are omnipotent.

It has been said, “success is in life is failure turned inside out or even upside down.” When times are tough, that is the time in our life to reach really down and grab hold and renew our persistence. We then stick out our chest, breathe deeply and vow to “never quit.”
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