OPINIONS FLAGS & THE MEDIA

It has been said by many others before me in a more eloquent manner about opinions: Opinions are like eyeballs and rear ends, everyone has them, never are two the same, and most of all in this great country of ours everyone is entitled to their individual opinion. The preceding is what makes our country so great as we celebrate the birthday of our great nation on July 4th. It is because of the diversity of our founding fathers and some of their “way out and radical” opinions that were put forward that ultimately grew into the “greatest nation in the history of the world, the United States of America.” I see the stars and stripes of our present United States flag and it brings nothing but pride knowing that millions have paid the ultimate price through psychological and physical wounds, along with the many who have paid the ultimate price with their lives to defend the right of each of us to not only have an opinion but to actually express our opinion without redress of any kind.

With the print and electronic media focusing 24/7 on the misguided, racist, murderer in South Carolina who shot and killed nine innocent victims while in prayer in the house of worship, we all have to stop and ask is this relentless pursuit of removing flags, statutes, and relics of the past what is really the cause of such hatred and violence? I do not believe so.

The hearts and minds of all citizens interacting on a daily basis need to begin a “self analysis sand introspection” of individuals within their families and also outside of their immediate family and friends. By the preceding, I am referring to the 21-year old school drop out, loner whose idiot father bought him a handgun for his 21st birthday. Family and friends of this murderer knew for a long time that this person had such hatred for others and NOBODY SAID A WORD.

You and I whether we want to get involved, should always serve as the first line of defense in hopefully getting someone the psychological help that they need, or in the most extreme case actually reporting to authorities the fact that threats through on-line postings or through the spoken word may actually culminate in another such murder as just occurred in South Carolina.

In closing, I can honestly say that as a Christian, I do not know if my loved one was murdered, if I could immediately utter the words, “I FORGIVE YOU” as some of the victims families did. If one in your family members was murdered, could you “forgive and really mean it?” Bob Usey can be reached at bob@bobusey.com. © “Copyright”, 2015, Bob Usey
