Oil/GAS WELLS OFF OUR BEACHES ?
 "Most people on the Coast do not know that the train (oil & gas drilling) has already left the station loaded with the "offshore drilling" mandate passed by the Mississippi Legislature a few year ago, pushed by Governor Barbour and now by Governor Bryant and supported by the Legislature. This offshore drilling train continues to roll unfettered with only an occasional low-key "we are against it" statement by a Mississippi Coast resident and very few whimpers by some who should have a vested interest. It appears to me, that this one issue of drilling off our beachfront should be a "no brainer" and should be the most single issue unifying agent on the Coast…………..…at least during my lifetime.
Let me explain just what I mean by "Unifying agent." There are many groups on the Mississippi Coast that have been diametrically opposed to each other for different reasons and philosophies in the past, concerning not only offshore drilling, but many other issues. Each group might have a reason "for or against" what appears to be the imminent reality of "offshore drilling." Each group or individual should have the right and privilege of appearing at a coast-wide hearing to express their support or opposition to such an important issue as offshore drilling. It is imperative to conduct an extensive hearing on the Mississippi Gulf Coast, and not in Jackson. Proponents and opponents alike should be given the opportunity to debate the pros and cons of offshore drilling on the Gulf Coast, 

Think about it!  Environmentalist, all chambers of commerce, hotel-motel groups, restaurant-beverage interests, casinos, seafood interests, city and county governments, republicans, democrats, independents, tourism and coliseum interests, print and electronic media, real estate agents and home builders, all should all be united in requesting both a hearing and a vote by the people (The unifying agent)… this is rather simple and straightforward.

In the early 1980"s, the State Research and Development Center provided me with the following information: For every tax dollar ($1.00) generated in Harrison County, we received back 66 cents, Hancock County received 77 cents, and Jackson County 87 cents……only State money was involved. Can you imagine how skewed the preceding figures are now with the additional revenue generated by gaming on the Coast in the 1990's-to the present. The reason for the preceding tax-dollar statement is rather simple………"we have been paying much more than our fair share to state coffers and to the people of the Mississippi." The Gulf Coast, often is met with total disdain by the Legislature and other elected officials who love our votes at election time and our revenue to fund state government…..But, are reluctant to give us a fair hearing on the Coast along with a vote………..A yes or no vote is all that we want.  Pretty simple! 

Every group mentioned in this article next week should pass a resolution with a copy sent to every member of our State Senate and House of the three Coast Counties, along with copies to Governor Bryant & Lt.. Governor Reeves opposing drilling near out beachfront and anywhere north of the barrier islands.

There can only be one explanation for acquiescence by both our local appointed and elected officials.” They love the BP Money and the forecast of possibly more like it to come to shore up tight budgets, or that maybe they really don’t mind looking at the gas wells “glowing” from one of the condos or from the top of one of the casino hotel balconies at night…….there is no other explanation for the total  non-action by those in authority.” FOR THE RECORD: In late 2005, I wrote an editorial titled “ NO VOTE-NO DRILLING……no response! 
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