Mississippi “Nuclear Storage for the World” 

Why should you or even should anyone care whether nuclear waste storage ever takes place in the State of Mississippi ? Sure there is some “on site” storage that has been taking place for many years …..storage for our own wastes and that is all. Approximately thirty years ago, a Mississippi U.S. Congressman thought that it was a “great idea” to have the nuclear waste of the entire United States and that of many other countries of the world stored right here under our noses at Richton Mississippi, located just thirty miles east of Hattiesburg. The argument was that it would create jobs, bring in money, etc…….you know the usual monetary and jobs argument. 

With the help of Mack Cameron, Former Assistant Attorney General and Special Assistant to Bill Alain and Stan Flint, organizer of Citizens Against Nuclear Waste (CAND), and a little Republican State Senator from Harrison County by the name of Bob Usey, who introduced numerous nuclear prohibition bills that became law, the idea of nuclear storage in Mississippi for the entire world was soundly defeated by the people of Mississippi….……that was thirty years ago.

Thirty years later here we go again. Haley Barbour & Phil Bryant and their many disciples in Washington and Jackson want to again try to insult our intelligence and test the patience of Mississippians one more time. The arguments that I have read are that there would be minimal reprocessing of used fuel rods and “could create a lot of jobs” and on and on. That was the initial same argument 30 years ago. Just a little here and a little there at which point the idea got larger and larger into making the underground salt domes” at Richton Mississippi the nuclear depository for the rest of the world. Yes, you heard it correctly the “whole world.”
There were many hearings before the Mississippi Legislature and public forums were held throughout the State and in particularly South Mississippi. Respected scientist of all kinds, credentials, and political leanings testified at the many hearings and citizen forums. The constant among all was that the nuclear waste would remain underground for billions of years, there is the possibility of underground water aquifers could become contaminated, meaning that our “drinking water” drawn from artesian wells can become contaminated forever. 

I have recently heard talk of the new proposals going so far as shipping nuclear waste through our ports on the Gulf Coast. Needless to say, nuclear waste will be transported into Mississippi on our many highways, railways, ports, and just about every conceivable way known to mankind endangering all Mississippians old and young, just for the perceived dollar that will benefit a few financially.

Stephen Palazzo should be credited for opposing the idea of nuclear storage at Richton. Hopefully other public officials and organizations will follow his position on this issue that needs to be addressed immediately and forcefully.

Two north Mississippi U.S. Congressmen (Nunnelee and Harper) have recently endorsed the idea of nuclear storage in Mississippi by Haley Barbour and Phil Bryant. 

It was a terrible idea thirty years ago and it is even a worse idea now.
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