MISSISSIPPI POWER……..A BULLY !

“To intimidate with superior size and strength” is the definition of a bully. In the free market place, we have the option of choice in banking, lawyers, doctors, clothing, food, phone service, etc……….....you get the point. Mississippi Power Company is a monopoly (bully) one of a kind beholden only to its stockholders.

Mississippi Power is an investor-owned electric utility with 456 preferred stockholders. All of our common stock is held by Southern Company, which is owned by 195,261 registered stockholders. Mississippi Power directly serves at retail, most of the cities, towns, and communities within the 23 counties of southeast Mississippi.

If most of us saw a “real life bully” picking on someone who was incapable of protecting himself, most would intervene and rightfully so. Where was the majority of our South Mississippi Legislators, did they read HB 894 & HB 1134 ?  If it was not such a really good idea for all of our electric bills to go up 15%, why did not someone in the Legislature have the intestinal fortitude (guts) to stand up to the bully (Mississippi Power Company) early in this discussion ?  Just voting “meekly & quietly” NO is not a good explanation in my opinion. 

I like you received a “Dear Customer” Letter from Mississippi Power Company with NO SIGNATURE informing me that my rates are going to increase to approximately 20%+/- depending on the action of the Mississippi Public Service Commission. For the record, I will be able to pay that increase; however, most of the hundreds of Thousands of Mississippians affected will have a difficult time doing so. The elderly on fixed income, small business owners, and families on a tight budget struggling to feed and clothe their children and send them to school, and yes all government resources supported by the taxpayers of Mississippi. All of the preceding will be affected by the 15% increase finally granted by the Mississippi Public Service Commission vote on March 11th by a vote of

 2-1. Commissioner Leonard Bentz of Biloxi cast the deciding vote to raise your electric rate immediately. Benz’s comment to the media was “ they (Mississippi Power ) asked for a 33% increase but we ONLY gave them 15%. With that logic, if Mississippi Power had asked for a 75% increase, then they would have received the 33% requested before the Mississippi Public Service Commission.

There are additional “credits to hand out” for this “unconscionable increase” on  the monopolized rate payers of Mississippi Power.  Governor Bryant signed HB​​​894 & 

HB 1134 which according to the media allows the company to seek locked-in rates for up to 10 years and also HB 1134 which allows the company to create a special-purpose entity to borrow up to $1 billion in bonds to pay for the Kemper Plant allowing financing flexibility for rates to be raised by as much as 25% to pay for the more than $3 Billion Kemper County power plant. Speaker of the House Phillip Gunn must have thought it was a good bill as he did nothing to stop the bill from passing the House of Representatives.  On the opposite end of the Capital, Lieutenant Tate Reeves and the State Senate as a whole did noting to keep the HB 894 & HB 1134 from passing and being sent to Governor Bryant who at this point could have vetoed the bills, but instead signed both bills. Only a small number of South Mississippi Senators and Representatives voted against the bills, but none held any news or press releases before or after the vote to protest, which makes one wonder……..……..why ?

All elected officials on the state, county, and municipal levels bear a certain amount of responsibility. By the preceding, I personally am not aware of anyone in a local elected office holding a press conference or issuing a press release “opposing the electricity increase” on their constituents. If I were a mayor, supervisor, or other official planning a budget, I would certainly be aware as to the impact of what a 15% increase in electricity power would do to an already strained local budget in addition as to how increasing electricity rates would affect taxpayers individually.………….Did you see anyone expressing outrage in opposition to the rate increase by Mississippi Power Company? 

I certainly did not ! When an elected official feels something will enhance their “public image” then we see all kinds of press releases , press conferences, and TV appearances; however, when a  large increase on electricity takes place, all we get is “I have no control over what the Public Service Commission does”………….baloney to that statement & other excuses !

I am sure that very soon we will hear the six figure salaried  “mouthpiece surrogates” of Mississippi Power Company back on the airwaves and in the newspaper “justifying the fact the each of us will be paying the large increase in our electricity bill each month while the stockholders will not miss one payment of their dividend on their investment.

I am sure that the Governor, Lt. Governor, Speaker of the House, Commissioner Benz, and Mississippi Power, and others will continue to have their surrogates telling you how lucky we are to have “just a 15% rate increase.” This may be analogous to someone being sent to the gallows and the hangman telling the person “ one good thing, your last meal was pretty good & the walk to the gallows was a short one, but we still have to put you to death by hanging.,,,,,,,,,,any last words ?” 

You have the LAST WORD. Let it be known to all that need to know. There is enough blame to go around. Look in the mirror; it just may be one of us.

Simply  stated: Mississippi Power Company was a bully to its ratepayers who could least afford to pay the large increase in their electricity bills and NO ONE “stood up for the little guy”……….how sad.
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