LAW ENFORCEMENT RESPONSIBILITY AND RESPECT

The recent death (murder) of two Hattiesburg Mississippi Officers, Benjamin Deen and Liquori Tate should make each of stop and think about what law enforcement officers on the federal, state, city and county levels encounter each and every day while performing their “routine duties.” These officers risk their own lives every time they go to work while not knowing what is in the car that they have pulled over or anything about the individual that they encounter in trying to make an arrest or issue a warrant of some kind. This most dangerous and important job as a law enforcement takes a “special man or woman” that many times we all make take for granted and assume that they will always be there in time of need, and they usually are.

On the other hand, it is the RESPONSIBILITY of each of us to show respect for law enforcement officers and the role that they have in making our daily lives more manageable and to give some semblance of order that would not exist without their presence. Simply stated, I do not believe that I was ever pulled over with blue lights flashing unless I was speeding, unless I had a light burned out, or the vehicle turn signals were not properly working; however, if a person is weaving from lane to land, speeding excessively, driving a stolen vehicle, or is drug or alcohol impaired, then we can in most situations that these individuals will encounter the “strong arm of the law.”

In our daily lives, each of us wants to be respected as individuals, but we should also remember to extend that same courtesy to those in law enforcement when we are “pulled over with blue lights flashing.”

Be courteous, show RESPECT, and always obey the instructions of the officer in charge. The preceding may seem rather elementary and simplistic to many, but following those simple instructions will help to “defuse the moment” and make the encounter between you and the law enforcement officer probably a good one. Bob Usey can be reached at bob@bobusey.com. © “Copyright”, 2015, Bob Usey

