JERRY O’KEEFE, THE REST OF US & TIME

What else can be added about Jerry O’Keefe, war hero, former mayor, legislator, philanthropist, father, innovator, etc. that has not been already been expressed by others? Probably very little from most of us. With the preceding being said, Jerry O’Keefe will be remembered by the business, political, and military worlds through different lenses by those that he came into contact while performing whatever task he was given at the time. The awards and accolades will always be there as physical reminders of Jerry O’Keefe, the Patriarch of the O’Keefe Family. “Jerry Stories” will hopefully continue to bring solace to the family as they are told throughout the years to come. 

Sure, Jerry O’Keefe lived a very full life till the ripe old age of 93, but many of us have the illusion that “dying and leaving this earth” is what other people and in particular older individuals do,,,…….but not me!

All of what Jerry O’Keefe accomplished is amazing by any standard, but what stands out to me is the amount of “time spend with his family of 13 children.” Time is what we all have to give to each other including family, friends, and those acquaintances that we encounter each and every God-given day.

The preceding should be a “wake-up call” to each and every one of us who think that we have an eternity to do something that we always wanted to do, to tell someone that we are sorry for a misdeed, or in our real or imagined “very busy lives” just put off calling someone that we were once very close to because something caused a wedge to be driven between the two of us even though you probably cannot remember what caused the rift.

Make a bucket list, go barefooted, take a long walk together, turn off the television for an hour each day, and actually engage in conversation again, etc. There are many “things in life” that we can do to enjoy others and do not cost one penny…….just our time. “TIME IS THE MOST PRECIOUS GIFT THAT WE CAN GIVE TO OUR FAMILY OR FRIENDS.”
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