Goodness Through Tragedy

What can anyone say good about the recent train wreck that hit the tour bus carrying 48 senior citizens from Austin Texas at Esters and Main Streets in Biloxi? The tragedy that took the lives of 4 people, injured many, and forever will be etched in the memory of all involved, along with the mental and physical trauma that will be forever remain in each person’s psyche. Aside from all of the legal and culpability aspects of the situation which will eventually be presented in the proper forums, goodness, efficiency, professional training, and individual response again showed why we in Mississippi and in particular on the Gulf Coast value life and that of our fellow man so highly.

Without compiling a long list of those involved, the first responders from the Biloxi Police Department, Biloxi Fire Department, various medical teams, others from Keesler, D’Iberville, and surrounding areas immediately came to the aid of their fellow Gulf Coast Residents. 

We often within our communities have our own rivalries, preconceived notions, understandings, or even misunderstandings among our fellow citizens; however, when it comes down to any real test in life, “Gulf Coast Residents are second to none and will be there for their fellow man when it counts.”

The tragedy is that four people lost their lives and many others were injured physically and psychologically, some for life. The mere fact that the train had according to reports reduced speed at impact along with the fact that the bus never overturned, or was totally crushed beneath the train, in and of itself prevented what could have been an even worse situation involving most of the 48 visitors to our Mississippi Gulf Coast being killed outright.

Each life is precious and just one life lost is one too many to lose. Hopefully, those in authority on all sides will through this tragedy evaluate what could have been done better, quicker, more efficiently, and executed in a more effective manner. From all accounts that I have seen in the media, our first responders on all levels within our Gulf Coast Community need to pat themselves on the back, and each of us needs to thank those individuals who protect us every day, while never taking our fellow man for granted. 
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