GRANDKIDS AND GRANDPARENTS DILEMMA

You probably guessed about the subject of this article by just reading the title. I had to laugh to myself of course when I recently read in another publication and also heard on talk radio, both on the same day, about many young adults not being able to read cursive writing. The reason for the quiet laughter was a personal recollection of when one of my own grandchildren said something similar occurred when I wrote a message in cursive.  The answer by this President’s List Scholar to me was: “I can’t read cursive.” 

Let me make a suggestion to both sides (both old and young), the answer to this dilemma of “not being able to read cursive”, which I understand the teaching has been all been abandoned in our educational system, is a rather simple one called VERBAL COMMUNICATION. Some of us from the old school call it just plain old talking, speaking, using words to express yourself through your mouth, even a phone call which sometimes is painful, because it requires being away from the countless and mindless hours of texting.

As a member of that “older cursive-writing group” I, along with many of your older parents and grandparents can text with the best, utilize a typewriter very efficiently, and still can maintain a meaningful conversation with others in our daily life.. To those older parents and grandparents who do not “go on line or use the so-called smart phone,” have faith because Little Johnny or Little Suzie, both of whom came into this world with a “Smartphone in their mouth instead of a pacifier” might just learn to speak, some day, actually using words. One might just say, “poor ole Bob Usey just never engaged modern technology.” To those individuals I would say, baloney! I have had a FAX Machine since the mid 1980’s and a Computer since 1990 and you guessed it, a Smart Phone, whenever the technology arrived. My daily activities in business as a Realtor dictate that I be as current on matters in the way that best serves my clients.

On the other hand, older people that have not voluntarily or involuntarily embraced the technological advances of computers and smart phones, may not be able to read your email or text, and you may not be able to read their cursive writing (long ago called long-hand writing); however, there is a common thread in communication between the generations: A SIMPLE TELPHONE CALL SAYING “I LOVE YOU.”  Bob Usey can be reached at bob@bobusey.com. © “Copyright”, 2015, Bob Usey
