“GO AHEAD………MAKE MY DAY!”

I thought that a quote from a Clint Eastwood Movie might catch your attention. Unlike the intent of the quote in Clint’s movie, the intent and direction of this column takes one down a different road………..a road of self-analysis. The road I am referencing is the one about our own perceptions in and of life itself, dreams and goals, planning decades ahead, worrying about matters that we cannot change or effect any kind of meaningful change, even holding harmful bad thoughts or grudges in life. We have all repeated or used a cliché’ or two at one time or another “ slowdown and smell the roses”, “we can’t see the forest for the trees”, “what goes around comes around” etc.; but do we really think about their meaning and what relevance some of the words may have in our own individual lives? Do we too often rely on our “own self-righteous analysis” of our perceived strong points while failing to admit our faults? Do we recognize the faults of everyone else, except perhaps we cannot see the splinter in our own eye?  Pride is defined by Webster’s New College Dictionary as the “first of the seven cardinal sins” for a reason. Pride often gets in the way of our common sense in life.

Go ahead………..make someone’s day! There are family members and friends that perhaps have become distant, to us, send them a text or email, pick up the phone and call right away just to say hello and not for any other reason.  There are individuals such as teachers, coaches, scout leaders, civic & fraternal leaders, religious leaders, etc. who have been there, perhaps said the right thing at the right time and gave us the boost we needed at a low point in our life. Send them a hand-written card of thanks, even though it is thirty years later, Go Ahead …… make their Day & Your Day too. There is no statue of limitations on being thankful for what you have or for thanking those that have helped you along the way. We all have those individuals in our lives that we need to thank. 

God puts us all in each other's lives to impact one another in some way. Look for God in others. "Friends are angels who lift us to our feet when our wings have trouble remembering how to fly."
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