GOVERNMENTS WORKING TOGEHER

By the title to this article, one might just surmise that governments always work together for the benefit and best interest of the taxpayers that they represent; however, that is not always the case. Recently the approximately fourteen-month wait for the opening of the Lorraine Road-Biloxi River Bridge Causeway is a prime example of what like minds of local public officials can accomplish when it is in the best interest of safety, and the best interest of those who pay their salaries.

The Administrations and City Councils of both Biloxi and Gulfport along with the Harrison County Board of Supervisors and Mississippi Department of Transportation should all “take a bow” and should be commended for a job well done.

This heavily traveled roadway and the in particular the previous bridge was a “disaster just waiting to happen” in which the taxpayers would be the ultimate losers if anyone was critically of even fatally injured, resulting in costly and drawn-out lawsuits both to litigate and defend.

Other than the initial discussions about who would pay for what and the percentage to be paid by each governmental body, the bridge problem was immediately solved, contracts let, and now there is a “new Lorraine Road Bridge and Roadway that every one can be proud to travel in a safe manner.

We should always expect that our public officials carry out their duties in the most expeditious and efficient manner, but in this particular situation, all parties are to be commended for a “job well done.” 
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