MISSISSIPPI POWER COMPANY GOPHER FROG & SIERRA CLUB

What does the Mississippi Power Company, Mississippi Gopher Frog, and the Sierra Club all have in common? If you read the recent account of the settlement between Mississippi Power Company and the Sierra Club, the Mississippi Horned Toad will be protected with a $2 million contribution in the settlement. Mississippi Power Company and the Sierra Club have decided to ”quit fighting for now.” You and I as ratepayers, well in my opinion we did not fare so well in the settlement. We, each individual and governmental body (your taxes) will be paying the current 18% increase in electricity rates that have been put in effect with other increases to follow.

 I am sure that now both parties can “stick out their chest” and the “mouthpieces of both organizations” can now hit the “spin zone airways” telling us just how lucky everyone of us are as ratepayers when paying their electric bill this and every month. It has to be “heart-warming” to know that some of that 18% increase in your monthly electric bill is being spent on making sure that all of both parties executive salaries and bonuses will be paid, their attorneys all have been paid, and the ratepayers…………well, we are “helping” pay all of the above and much more for many years to come. 

The recent non-consumer action of a past Public Service Commission along with passage of the Base Load Act of 2008 by an overwhelming majority in the Mississippi Legislature, which was subsequently signed into law by Haley Barbour while Governor, have contributed significantly to our “ever-increasing electric power rates” in Mississippi. With elections taking place next year, I would only ask one question, “How did you vote on Senate Bill 2793 in 2008?”
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