FRIENDS ON FACEBOOK…HOW MANY DO YOU HAVE ?

When Facebook first hit the social media circuit many years ago, I thought that I would see what the phenomenon was all about. In order to log on Facebook, you had to give them your name and email address and add any thing else that you wanted to add. I kept it simple with my name, email address, and real estate logo, and that was it as far as providing them information. Throughout my life, I have not been any more [popular or less popular than anyone else, but within a few weeks, I had hundreds of individuals wanting to be “my friend on Facebook.” Still working fulltime and having limited time in a day, I decided that if all of these people were “my friends” then where were they when I really needed them at various times in my life. At that point and time, I had to evaluate who were friends, acquaintances business associates, etc.

I consulted Webster’s Dictionary for a definition of the word “friend.” I like the one that states “a friend is a person who one knows, likes, and trusts.” That sort of narrows the number of  “friends” in a person’s life downward. Next, all of my real friends know that I am their friend and that they are my friends, so I do not need to have their names plastered all over social media.

So fast forward to the present, I still have zero friends on Facebook. My children and even my grandchildren are not my “friends on Facebook.” 

My point being is that Facebook and Twitter and the many other social media that consume our every life have a way of eroding our desire and ability to communicate with each other either in person or at least on that ancient device referred to as the telephone.  If someone is truly your “real friend,” then just take a whole minute out of your day, dial his or her telephone (ancient device) number and have a person-to-person conversation. It will work wonders in solidifying and increasing the number of real friends you will have in your life.

In a crisis, A real friend is the person coming through the front door asking “what can I do to help” while the others are scrambling out the back door to get away from the situation. Real friends are few and far between and when you identify one, keep him or her close by and always let them know what they mean to you. ….tell them in person.
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