“FRIENDS OF MISSISSIPPI POWER COMPANY” (FOMP)

The governor needs to call a special session to rename the Mississippi Public Service Commission (MPSC), the  “Friends of Mississippi Power Company” (FNPC). In my opinion the recent actions by the Public Service Commission and Leonard Bentz, PSC Chairman makes one wonder “what in the hell is going on at the Public Service Commission in Jackson Mississippi?” The two “so-called Republican Commissioners” (Bentz and Posey) voted to grant an immediate 12% increase in your electricity bill, my electricity bill, the electricity bill for every government building you enter, and every other thing that moves as a result of electricity provided by Mississippi Power Company. What disturbs me most and should infuriate you is the fact that Public Service Commissioners Bentz and Posey both are former Legislators and should know better as to when and how to deal with anyone appearing before them. Let me elaborate further. On a vote of 2-1 ( Bentz (R ) & Posey (R ) voted for -Presley(D) against) raising your utility rates 12%. The PSC Commissioners claim that they were not given all the information on the Kemper Power Plant about cost overruns and “other requested information” in a timely manner. Mississippi Power Company stated that “we made a mistake of not delivering in a timely fashion” as their latest spin in the media. Commissioners the answer is simple: “ hold off making any decisions until all information requested is forthcoming; if not, perhaps you have heard of the word subpoena, swear them in under the penalty of perjury for starters”…You failed us ! As representing the best interest of the public, why did not the PSC Commissioners  wait until all of the information requested by the PSC and their lawyers was before the Commission before considering a rate increase for Mississippi Power Company much less an immediate 12% electricity for everyone and 3% more next year? Yes the action of one Public Service Commissioner (Bentz) by a vote of 2-1, raised your taxes (excuse me, electricity rates) 12% each and every month. Wow ! The PSC is now going to investigate.
Am I an expert on electricity, power plants, rate increases, cost overruns, and all pertinent facts in this particular matter, certainly not; however, I do have the same questions as everyone who is going to foot the 12% electricity bill increase each and every month hereafter. Personally, I do not give a damn how Mississippi Power and their million-dollar executives spin their problems about “cost overruns” and any other problems that they may have. I am deeply concerned when our public officials, who are entrusted with “protecting Mississippians” through their decisions take such a cavalier approach and forget “just who they are representing“………”we the people”. I am more concerned about the elderly, disabled, people on fixed income, and others who will be plagued each month by the rate increase granted by a majority of the MPSC.

In my opinion, the only way that I and many others will ever view this whole scenario differently is if the Mississippi Public Service Commission through the brilliance of their legal staff figures out a way to ‘RECIND” the 12% electricity rate increase granted to Mississippi Power Company making it permanent, and rebating the 12% increase in utility rates to the individual ratepayer…… ..don’t hold your breath for that to happen! Bob Usey can be reached at bob@bobusey.com. © “Copyright”, 2013, Bob Usey

