
FOFO and PHIL

Seems rather odd to have the title of an article as stated hereinabove, but the following will hopefully clarify the reasoning behind the title. I read that Governor Bryant recently had a “private meeting” with Mayor Gilich at the home of the mayor. Having been an observer of politics for some time, I am speculating the conversation went something like the following: Let me set the scene. According to Phil Bryant, Gilich’s opponent was the “only Republican in the runoff race for Mayor of Biloxi.” Everyone knew that this was a “nonpartisan” special election, except perhaps the Governor’s Office. In order to do a C.Y.A (cover your anterior) during election time, Phil Bryant made the trek to the Coast to visit Mayor FOFO.

Fofo this is Phil; I need to come by and have a conversation with you at your house. After a few handshake greetings, Phil Bryant tells FOFO that his “boots on the ground” told him that Swetman was going to win. Phil probably got the information from Brandon Payne a recent State Republican Executive Director now turned fundraiser and campaign strategist and guru. The same Payne Group that supposedly raised hundreds of thousands of dollars for both Windy Swetman and Connie Roccko.  After the long hour and a half meeting, Phil Bryant probably “waived his hand and anointed” FOFO making him an “official Republican.” Later while addressing what looked like the Harrison County Republican Executive Committee & Harrison County Republican Club members, Mayor Gilich stated that he has been a (card-carrying) Republican for approximately 6 years. Don’t let me burst your bubble mayor, but anyone can become a card-carrying Republican by paying $25 for membership in the Republican Club.

Furthermore, being a Republican does not guarantee the electorate, competency, efficiency, conservatism, and honesty in government. Only the individual (that is you Mayor Gilich) can do that by being Mayor FOFO Gilich (for BILOXI), for all of the people. In my opinion, when an individual votes exclusively in a Republican Primary in three consecutive municipal elections, they are probably a Republican; or when the next mayoral race is set and an individual “qualifies for an office as a republican” they then become a Republican. Bob Usey can be reached at bob@bobusey.com. © “Copyright”, 2015, Bob Usey
