EXPAND D’IBERVILLE CITY LIMITS

Several years ago, I wrote an article stating that the City of D’Iberville was then and still probably is the most fiscally sound city in the State of Mississippi. Much of that success has been due to all of the commercial development on both sides of I-10 and even anticipated more commercial development in the possibility of another Casino, which will again bring in additional revenue to its citizens, thus keeping taxes on private property owners at a minimum.

Whether any one person or persons can take credit for this growth might be debatable my some individuals; however, instead of the newly reelected officials “patting themselves on the back” and resting on what is presently happening, it would be wise for the City Officials in D’Iberville to engage the services of a respected Urban Planner who could certainly predict and project not only the future commercial growth, but which direction residential development should be pursued.

This may sound implausible to many, but the residential development within the City Limits is just that “limited.” What will occur ten, twenty and even fifty years from today is only an educated guess by an official. It is incumbent upon any elected official in any city, and in particular D’Iberville to plan beyond their terms in office. The present areas within the present city limits for new residential communities are shrinking or will be to a minimum in a few short years.

As a casual observer of the present –day success within the City of D’Iberville, I would again recommend attempting to expand the D’Iberville City Limits to the East into Jackson County and in the future, there would be a “clear path to further expansion of city limits northward by subsequent generations.” Without this futuristic planning, you can bet that the only people coming out ahead will be the annexation attorneys on both sides costing taxpayers of both Biloxi and D’Iberville millions of dollars along with delays the next time around.

The City of Hattiesburg annexed and successfully increased its City Limits to the West from Forrest County into Lamar County. It takes a little work and planning, and with the right message to the St. Martin Community, a “friendly annexation might be well received” if properly presented to the residents of St. Martin in Jackson County. 
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