Euthanasia in America ?

One of my favorite readings each month is Forbes Magazine. In one of the articles by Steve Forbes in the January 20, 2014 edition titled “Hitler Care,” Forbes brought out points that all of us as civilized human beings need to seriously consider. Belgium is on its way to allowing doctors, with parental consent to kill children that are afflicted with “constant and unbearable physical suffering.” Forbes points out that in Nazi Germany over 8000 children judged to be mentally deficient were killed at one time. He points out that now, we want to kill only to reduce suffering. The article points out that several countries already allow adult euthanasia. Holland and Belgium now allow euthanasia and Quebec is about to enact one. The annual toll in Belgium between 2011 and 2012 is now seven times what it was when the law was enacted and accounts for 2% of all deaths. A similar percentage in the U.S would result in more than 50,000 annual killings. In the U.S. each year approximately 16,000 people are murdered. In Holland euthanasia accounts for 3% of all deaths, which in United States population figures would be 75,000 killings each year.

I know what maybe some are thinking. “It ain’t gonna happen here in the Good Ole USA and for sure I know it ain’t gonna happen here in Mississippi.” We may cling to our own laws along with our conservative religious and traditional practices, but we all know that the laws are ultimately what the Supreme Court Says is the Law of the land. You have to look no further than the recent U.S. Supreme Court 5-4 decision in favor of Obama Care, need I say more.

Forbes points out that as euthanasia becomes more accepted and we become more numb to the horror of murdering people, then we will begin to pressure the sick to discontinue treatment in the name of “saving scarce resources” for those who have longer to live. He points out that Britain already has its own version of a death panel which has a formula determining who gets expensive treatment and who doesn’t.

I agree with Steve Forbes that we are not talking about adults deciding they do not want “heroic” methods applied when they are suffering a fatal disease; we are talking about the conscious taking of a life by people who are trained to cure us of illness. 

As a Christian, I believe as does Forbes that “the true mark of a civilization is how it treats it most vulnerable members.” Furthermore, I personally believe that life begins at conception and ends when God calls us after all reasonable efforts by man has failed……..not any sooner.
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