EXTRA CAUTION WHILE SHOPPING

Most people are strolling around from store to store during this Christmas Season doing last minute shopping with little expectation and fear of anything negative. Being joyful, confident, festive, and just plain outright happy is what each of us hope to attain in our everyday lives; however, there are certain individuals who do not share nor wish to pursue the same ends as we do in our daily lives.

Shopping during the Christmas Holidays can be fun and stressful at the same time. This is also the particular time of the year when  “unsavory characters” or better–described; individuals that have “criminal intent” seem to come out from under the rock where many live. A favorite place for those who wish to cause any of us harm is the parking lot of most shopping centers in the Biloxi-D’Iberville Areas.

Scenario: A woman with two small children exits one of her favorite shopping centers pushing her Christmas bounty of gifts in the shopping cart, laughing with the two children, while making progress toward her automobile with much excitement in the air. Her automobile is only two hundred feet from the store entrance, the parking is lighted and there appears to be many others going and coming.  She did not realize that the “person who has criminal intent” on his mind is watching nearby in a vehicle and suddenly drives up behind the woman, snatches the purse dangling from her shoulder, knocks her unconscious, and thank God the two children were not hurt. The preceding happens everyday, thousands of times throughout the USA. During the Christmas Season we should be more aware of our surroundings, shop with a spouse or friend, keep an item such as a purse hidden and not dangling on one’s shoulder, and if you have a late model automobile……..keep your finger at all times on the “RED PANIC BUTTON” on your keychain. The preceding are simple and practical suggestions to help us be better prepared and safer for the remaining days of this Christmas Season. Bob Usey can be reached at bob@bobusey.com © “Copyright”, 2014, Bob Usey
