Donal Snyder Sr. 91 Yrs. Young

You may have entered the Donal Snyder Center on Pass Road in West Biloxi and wondered, “ who in the world is Donal Snyder?” 

Have you ever wondered what you might be doing at the age of 91, or even thought about that you might not be around any longer? 

I have the answer to both of the preceding thoughts. Donal Snyder is still kicking and doing well at the ripe old age of 91. Coach Snyder as many know him was a distance runner at Oklahoma City College, the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy, and later the University of Indiana back in the 1940’s. He was Biloxi’s Recreation Department Director for more than 20 years. What makes Don Snyder so special to have a building named after him? It is the inspiration, guidance and help provided by Don Snyder and his able assistant Leroy Pickard, who has the gym at the Snyder Center named for Leroy. Don Snyder and Leroy Pickard provided wholesome activities for the youth of the Biloxi-D’Iberville Area when recreation funds and facilities were limited; however, Don Snyder found a way to keep the youth occupied, busy, and hopefully out of trouble. Snyder allowed the youth of D’Iberville to participate in sports activities within the City of Biloxi.

Don Snyder has been competiting in senior citizen track meets for the past seven years and has won 336 medals. Just recently Snyder won eight out eight events in which he competed. He won gold medals in the 50-meter dash, the 100-meter dash, 200 hundred-meter dash, javelin, discus, shot put, high jump and the long jump. Coach Snyder is currently listed in the top 5 participants in the entire United States in 10 senior track events.  Quite an achievement not just from a physical sense, but an achievement in positive thinking, being the best that one can be at any age, and then actually going out and doing something about it. Don Snyder should be an inspiration to all of us no matter what our age, condition, and station in life may be. Keep moving, stay positive, set our goals high, and look to the next challenge in life.

Don Snyder has obviously been blessed with good genes but along with his best friend-wife who passed away just a few years ago have seven children: Donal Jr., Chris, Mike, Susan, Judy, David, and Bill all successful in their own personal lives, along with 13 grandchildren. So the next time that you enter the Donal Snyder Center for a meeting, a swim, or workout, hopefully his name will be synonymous with “if he can do it at age 91 and counting, then I can do it now and in the future.” 
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