DON’T MESS WITH MISSISSIPPI VETS !

Much praise is rightfully given to all who have served and are presently serving in the military defending the many freedoms that we enjoy each day and sometime take for granted, veterans of every war and conflict. The past week was especially gratifying to all of us in Mississippi and throughout the United States by the actions of just a few WW II Veterans who “broke down the barriers” to view the World War II Memorial in Washington D.C. The veterans most in the late 80’s and 90’s took the honor flight from the Biloxi-Gulfport International Airport to have probably ‘just one more visit to reminisce and reflect” on what occurred long ago. Because of the “federal government shutdown” our visitors from Mississippi, were confronted with barriers and yellow tape blocking their access to view this World War II Memorial, perhaps for the last time.

Senator Roger Wicker (R-Miss) said he believed that the Park Service opened the Gates. (Rep. Bill Huizenga (R-Mich.) said the congressmen did it. Rep Steven Palazzo (R-Miss.), who led our veterans across the line, said the barricades just seemed to part. It did not really matter about who, what, and why the barricades were up then down; our Mississippi veterans exhibited the “grit and determination” of all Mississippians by moving through the barriers to view the WWII Memorial.

What was even more moving was the pride, civility, and orderly manner in which the entire event transpired that was exhibited by all, that is the way any civil disobedience should be conducted. One U.S. Park Police officer said, “I’m not going to enforce the “no stopping or standing” sign for a group of 90 World War II veterans” he should have also added, especially from Mississippi. 

There are too many individuals and companies to name that organized, provided chaperones, and funded the many honor flights past and present. Most of those individuals we will never know.  The World War II Veterans and their families will always be grateful to each of you and in particular the continued coverage and support by Jeff Lawson of WLOX. Bob Usey can be reached at bob@bobusey.com. © “Copyright”, 2013, Bob Usey
