DRINKING RESPONSIBLY OR NOT AT ALL

Webster’s Dictionary defines responsibility as “something for which one is accountable.” I do not want anyone else to be responsible for my actions, and I as a member of society do not want to account for your actions. We are each responsible for our own actions, period.

If your family was out shopping at one of the many shopping centers somewhere in Biloxi or D’Iberville during this busy time of the year, we would caution them to be careful driving and be always cognizant of all potential danger. Suddenly we receive a call from the police stating that someone intoxicated at the shopping center was brandishing a weapon and threatening the lives of our loved ones. We would become enraged and would want that person arrested, charged, and put away in jail for a very long time.

Fast-forward to a real life scenario, a day in our own life. We have a “few drinks” at one party and then a “few more drinks” at another party, and insist that we are capable of driving home by ourselves.

At this point and time, we do not realize that we are in the same category as the intoxicated and craved person herein mentioned at the shopping center. We rationalize to ourselves that the person at the shopping center had a gun or knife and really could have hurt someone, but we just had a “few drinks” and will be careful driving home. 

we are that “same intoxicated person” except we are driving a “two-ton lethal weapon” called a car. The potential for harm, destruction, and fatalities are even greater, far reaching, and long lasting.  We have not been arrested,  because no one had the intestinal fortitude to call the police to let them know that we drove away, weaving from side to side, totally intoxicated. We actually may be more harmful than the person earlier mentioned who was threatening our loved ones at the shopping center. 

Personal responsibility is incumbent on each of us for our own actions. Just as we would not hesitate to call and report someone threatening our own family members, then it is our individual responsibility to report to authorities those that we personally observe driving erratically and have the potential of killing others in the process. You and I will both sleep better and the intoxicated person behind the wheel of a car will then hopefully understand what the word “responsibility” means. 
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