DOES A NAME MEAN ANYTHING?

If you believe as I do when we leave this earth and are judged by our Maker, then if you are a Quave, Fountain, Seymour, Fournier, Diaz, Bosarge, Toncrey, etc., a name is not going to buy you a lofty place in eternity…….only how you lived according to the good book, the Bible, which will determine that final destination; however, there are streets named after the families herein mentioned and rightly so for their earthly contributions to the Community of D’Iberville.

Since I am obviously not a pastor and will probably never be mistaken for one, I use the opening statement to make the following points.

Recently, SOMEONE obviously requested that the City of D’Iberville change or vacate the name of McAlpine Drive leading to the new location of Bobby Mandal’s Automobile Business to the new name Mandal Parkway. There are many of us who spent early and formative years in our personal development in the D’Iberville Community, long before the incorporation of D’Iberville as a city was on the horizon, and the name ‘McALPINE” will always have a historical and lasting meaning to thousands of residents and their families both past and present.

When McAlpine Drive was named, it was named for a person who meant so much to all of the people of the Sacred Heart Community in the D’Iberville and St. Martin Areas both Catholic and non catholic. An Irish Catholic Priest known as Father Patrick F. McAlpine was the bedrock of the entire D’Iberville Community at the time. From my best recollection, his tenure as pastor was at least from the early 1940’s to sometime in the 1960’s. The exact days are unimportant in that the Mayor and City Council of D’Iberville have decided on their own or with the “help and encouragement of someone else” to rename or vacate McALPINE DRIVE and rename the entrance to the development Mandal Parkway, which is certainly their prerogative as city officials.

I have received quite a large number of calls and email notification stating that the changing or vacating of McAlpine Drive was among other things, disrespectful, sad, rude, “out with the old and in with the new,” disgusting,” etc., and these are just a few of the printable comments that I received. In carrying out the recent renaming or vacation of the herein referenced street, Mayor Quave stated that he would “sometime in the future or in some similar language” do something to honor the Rev. Patrick F. McAlpine. Well Rusty, NOW IS THE TIME, FEBRUARY 2017 to be specific. 

Just a few thoughts for the City Leaders to ponder: Rename Mandal Parkway with its original name of McAlpine Drive leading to the Mandal Auto Business and erect a life-size bronze statute of Bobby Mandal at City Hall. A second thought would be to rename any of the hereinabove mentioned streets after Rev. McAlpine; however, that might not be a good idea for political and personal reasons for the mayor and councilmen. A third option might be to rename the entire City of D’Iberville MANDALVILLE, since both Pierre Lemoyne D’Iberville and Rev. Patrick McAlpine are both dead, but that might cause come confusion with a city in South Louisiana named Mandeville. I just stated the preceding three examples to further point out the absurdity of removing the McAlpine Name from an already dedicated street in the City of D’Iberville.

From the responses that I have received, I do not know that the “many silent supporters of Rev. Patrick McAlpine” will want to wait for “something to be done in the future as has been previously stated.”  For the thousands of families who knew Father McAlpine and his legacy of serving the D’Iberville Community, THE FUTURE IS NOW!

The old location of Sacred Heard Catholic Church and the St. Theresa Elementary School has been replaced by progress in the City of D’Iberville called the Scarlet Pearl Casino, which I understand as a businessman and real estate broker, progress does take place and life moves on. BUT, pushing aside the Legacy of Rev. Patrick F. McAlpine in the renaming or vacation of a street that was dedicated in his honor is in my opinion unacceptable.

Reverend Patrick McAlpine died in 1974 and is no longer here to “stand up for his legacy and many contributions to the D’Iberville Are,” however, I will present to the Mayor and City Council Members a quote from Dale Greenwell, a personal and long-time friend who is a well-respected historian and anthropologist, and educated native of the D’Iberville Community. In quoting Dale: “The renaming of McAlpine Drive is a very disappointing move by the leadership in D’Iberville to the people growing up in D’Iberville because the naming of McAlpine Drive is the ONLY MONUMENT AND TRIBUTE given to Rev. Patrick McAlpine. Father McAlpine is a priest who played such a role in the character and development of the fathers and mothers of those now living in D’Iberville.” 

ENOUGH SAID, AS I COULD NOT HAVE SAID IT ANY BETTER!
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