DISTRACTED DRIVING & TEXTING

A recent article that I wrote pertained to driving under the influence of alcohol or some other type of drug. In that article, I drew an analogy between someone pointing a gun at us in private or in a public place, and the outrage it would bring in each of us; however, we seem to be somewhat more tolerant of the “driver under the influence of alcohol or drugs pointing a two ton automobile at us or anybody. Furthermore, we often turn a blind eye to the distracted driver in the two ton weapon called a car, who is not watching the road while texting or holding a deep conversation on the phone while driving often in a preoccupied semi-conscious or even an unconscious manner. Is it because that driver that we could easily identify if called to testify at the trial of the person who fatally killed several people is …………..US?

Mississippi Commissioner of Public Safety Albert Santa Cruz, a D’Iberville native, and its officers began a campaign against distracted drivers a couple of months ago with much success. Now that the Legislature is in session for 2014, it would be wise to have the Commissioner present his findings to the appropriate and respective committees of both the House and Senate and have each draft proper legislation to address this growing problem of distracted driving & texting within the State of Mississippi.

 If you have not been run into by another vehicle (a distracted driver texting) or have had a close call while on any roadway, then you are one of the lucky ones. Don’t hold your breath and wait too long, as that day is just around the corner for each of us.

The time has arrived for all Mississippians to immediately address “distracted driving and texting.” Countless lives will undoubtedly be saved as the result of strict enforcement by law enforcement on all levels. Yes, if it causes both you and me some momentary inconvenience by having to pull over to the side of the road, then so be it. If we are the subject of a citation for breaking the law, then so be it also.  A little inconvenience or fine is a “drop in the bucket” compared to the life of a fellow Mississippian that can be saved in the process.
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