Cities of Biloxi & D’Iberville Merging ?

An unnamed Biloxi Councilman and a D’Iberville councilman decided to have lunch together and naturally politics of all kinds emerged during their time together. One thing led to another and finally one of the councilman said,

”have you ever thought what it would be like to have Biloxi and D’Iberville incorporated into one larger city.” The other councilman responded with, 

“both cities have now spent tens of millions of taxpayer dollars on legal fees opposing the growth of the other and will continue to do so in years to come.”  Both councilman after further discussion decided that each would immediately introduce a resolution at the next council meeting of their respective cities to merge D’Iberville and Biloxi into one city.

Needless to say, both councilmen were immediately recalled by the voters of each city, and both were “thrown out of office.” The last account that I heard was that one former councilman moved to Colorado and the other immediately moved to California and both changed their identity. What I forgot to state at the beginning of this merger discussion, was that this scenario occurred one April Day in the year 2044.

In April of 2014, both Biloxi and D’Iberville are making big strides in bringing in new businesses, new revenues, and encouraging new orderly development within present city boundaries. Right now all is quiet on the home front; however, looking years ahead, it does not make sense to the taxpayers of each city to continue to “butt heads” in the courts concerning annexation. 

At present, Biloxi may need to look at reigniting growth within its own present boundaries from Caillavet Street East to the Point and around Back Bay. D’Iberville presently is experiencing unbelievable growth in the retail sector but is limited at present in enticing new development in the residential area. One thought might be to look very closely at expanding the city limits of D’Iberville to the East and later North. Naysayers will point out “that is the St. Martin Community in another county, Jackson County.” So what !  Hattiesburg (Forrest County) expanded its municipal city limits westward into Lamar County, just west of the USM Campus and the growth in development and additional revenue has been phenomenal.

Our local political leaders need to focus more on the “big picture” rather than making decisions based only on short-term results.
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