COMMON BUSINESS SENSE

New D’Iberville City Manager Bobby Eleuterius is to be commended for placing Moby Solangi and the proposed Ocean Expo project on notice; however, I feel that March 13 of 2014 is being too generous by the City of D’Iberville to comply with the original terms and conditions between the parties. I do not have the privilege of viewing the terms and conditions of the written agreement between Solangi and the City of D’Iberville, therefore I am responding to news reports just as you do. However, someone in the immediate past was either incompetent or “turned a blind eye” to seeing that the terms and conditions of all parties were being kept and that the necessary chronological events in the contract were being carried out as in any written agreement. 

At this point and time, I can not say who is at fault, but obviously someone “dropped the ball” and the poor taxpayers of the City of D’Iberville are “on the line” for the first bond payment of $319,000, money used to purchase the land from Grayco Inc. for the construction of the proposed Ocean Expo at the southwest quadrant of I-110 & I-10. 

These 6.4 acres was purchased for approximately $ 4 Million back in 2011. Solangi as per other news accounts was to have construction on the Ocean Expo completed by now.

Anyone who has ever purchased or sold real property, contracted for construction of improvements, or negotiated for any services knows that any contract has timelines, terms and conditions, penalties, etc. Someone obviously is in default of the terms and conditions of the original agreement between the City of D’Iberville and Moby Solangi. 

City Manager Eleuterius has not stepped into an easy situation. Due to his extensive background on the Harrison County Board of Supervisors, I feel that the best interest of the taxpayers of D’Iberville will be the end result. This proposed  Ocean Expo project has the potential to create many jobs, sales tax, and further notoriety for the City of D’Iberville. Either the project is going forward or it is not going forward. If not, then the City of D’Iberville needs to “lick its wounds” and look for another tenant for this prime parcel of real estate.

Because of the transparency that has been lacking in the past, in my opinion it just might be a good public relations gesture by D’Iberville City Officials and Dr. Solangi to hold a joint press conference during the next two weeks to outline to the Citizens of D’Iberville the true status of the future of this Ocean Expo venture, and more importantly answer any and all questions asked by the media that shows up for this press conference. 
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