CHILDREN SQUABBLING IN THE LEGISLATURE

Yep! You read the title of this article correctly: “Children squabbling in the Legislature.” The reason for the preceding title is rather simple. In past and recent accounts in the press, the Mississippi Senate passed a bill concerning present and anticipated BP funds totaling in the billions. The Mississippi Senators are telling their constitutions “ look what I did for you, we passed a bill 52-0 and sent it to the House of Representatives, and they did not even take up the bill. On the other side of the State Capitol in Jackson, House of Representative Members from the Coast are saying that the Senate Bill did not go far enough or was definitive enough and that is why we did not bring it up for a vote.

It appears to the casual observer that every member of the legislature professing to represent the Coastal Counties is “posturing with the public” as one Coast Legislator said: “he was completely in the dark when it comes to BP Money” That statement certainly does not give you and me a feeling of confidence when we are everyday working individuals and they are up there and publicly admit to “being in the dark.”

As just a humble observer of matters in life and that includes the Mississippi Legislature, a simple letter by House members to Speaker Philip Gunn and the same letter to Lt. Governor Tate Reaves, signed by Senate Members asking each just how the Lt. Governor and House Speaker PERSONALLY want the funds distributed.

The Lt. Governor and House Speaker in each of their respective chambers “SEND EACH BILL INTRODUCED TO ITS DEATH OR BASICALLY GIVE HIS BLESSING FOR PASSAG ON EVERY BILL PASSED.”  Anybody telling you any differently, “just are not telling the truth.” No bill passes in the Mississippi Legislature of any consequence “without the blessing of either Tate Reaves & Phillip Gunn or both. I wonder who, if any Coast Legislator will take the lead, standing-up, and put together a South Mississippi Coalition demanding that the Lt. Governor and House Speaker both who live less than 10 miles from Jackson) do as previously stated: “send the BP Money to the three Coast Counties where the damage occurred.

But wait! Have you ever seen a pig sprout wings and fly? Probably that will occur first before anyone “has the intestinal fortitude to actually stand up to the Legislative Leadership simply because it is the right thing to do for Harrison, Jackson, and Hancock Counties.” Maybe they have not heard of holding hunger strikes, protests on the Capitol Steps, organized civil opposition, etc. That might take a little bit of extra effort and just might make the Lt. Governor and House Speaker  “angry at them and who just might call them into the respective office and each be given a tongue lashing for being disobedient”
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