Biloxi’s Downtown Area

With the approval by a majority of the Biloxi City Council and Mayor Holloway for the new Biloxi Baseball Stadium and a team still to be named, perhaps I would like to make a few observations. Whether or not you thought it was a good idea or not: let’s face it, the Baseball Sports Complex is going to be a reality and we should all support the concept and truly hope and pray for the success of not only the support of the baseball team, but all other events that may take place at this particular facility. After all, 20 million dollars of hard-earned Biloxi money will fund this project, along with 15 million dollars of recycled BP money from the State of Mississippi. 

I am presently and have always been the “eternal optimist” in life, and believe that when decisions are made by public officials, that those decisions are usually made in the best interest of their citizens, as those officials have access to detailed information that most of us do not have. I am sure that in past years, the individuals in Biloxi truly believed that “Urban Renewal  Revitalization” funded by federal money sweeping the country at the time, would restore downtown Howard Avenue to its once prominent place in the 40’s and 50’s. This Urban Renewal program along with the relocation of the Biloxi Hospital to Lameuse Street, again downtown was to be the draw that “would bring people back to downtown Biloxi” for shopping. Then came the casinos in the early 1990’s with their draw, providing jobs along with additional revenue to the needed Biloxi City coffers. All three of the proceeding events were made in “good faith” in the best interest for the citizens of Biloxi and have made an impact depending on your individual perspective.

My point is rather simple to those decision-makers responsible to the taxpayers of Biloxi: “do not view this one time building of this Baseball Stadium as the one panacea to drawing people to downtown Biloxi.” As was pointed out in the three previous examples mentioned, not one of the three examples individually or even the three examples collectively have “done the job of restoration of downtown Biloxi.”

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Biloxi would be wise to rethink “long-term” goals of just how all of the City’s wonderful history and traditions, the new baseball stadium and its year round usage for a multitude of events of outdoor concerts, convention-related events, etc.,  in conjunction with the casino industry, along with incentives for downtown developers  would help accomplish the goal of downtown redevelopment in the City of Biloxi.

Market the downtown area of the future to the 20-50 year olds to work, live, and play in downtown Biloxi. Concerts, apartments over businesses, business development incentives etc. …….just some of the “food for thought” of the future. Bob Usey can be reached at bob@bobusey.com. © “Copyright”, 2013, Bob Usey
