“Biloxi-D’Iberville ……are the people really different?” 

Just last week I had the privilege of attending the rededication of the new Cross and Monument formerly located on the Old St. Theresa Elementary School location in D’Iberville. Having lived my preschool years in Biloxi, moving to D’Iberville till I was over twenty and again living for over twenty years of my adulthood in Biloxi made me think of the people along the way that I have met in both cities. It brought to mind the historical culture of the area, background, relationships, religious influence, and yes……….how and why so many families fought adversity to settle on the Point, Back Bay in Biloxi and D’Iberville and all places in between. I can remember my mother Marie (Sadwoski) Usey telling me of traveling from Baltimore to Biloxi in a “cattle car just for the privilege of working in the seafood factories that lined the Point and Back Bay.” After a ten year military stint, my dad Rob Usey came to Biloxi from Jeanerette Louisiana for the same reason as so many other immigrants to the area………just for the opportunity to provide a better life for their families.

D’Iberville is now a city while Biloxi continues to grow within its own city boundaries. Both cities have a different form of government, city boundary lines, and public officials, etc.; however, the common history of families in both cities runs “rather deep”. Just as within our own families, there will always be disagreement, different points of view, and even estrangement from one another that sometimes lasts too long. Both Cities have too much “ in common” and should engage more often in direct communication with each other in order to promote the many amenities and common objectives of both cities. The Biloxi-D’Iberville Area is unique to any other place in this great country of ours. Generally people in both cities are more “down to earth”, more courteous, less pretentious than most areas that I have lived and visited, and still exhibit the “good ole southern charm” as we still open the door for our women and say thank you. I have observed that when people of Biloxi and D’Iberville get together and the many stories began “flying around”, it is hard to tell the difference between the doctors, lawyers, and Indian chiefs, because everyone is on equal footing and carries the same weight……and that perhaps is the way it should be in life, none of us are any better than anyone else. We are all in the same boat together…….”a rising tide lifts all boats”…..….…together. 
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