BP SETTLEMENT…Shhhh TRANSPARENCY?

The initial long pauses of silence and “no comment” and meetings behind closed doors with supposedly instruction by BP to “your elected officials and their representatives “not to discuss anything with anyone reminds me about politics of the past on the Mississippi Gulf Coast, trust your elected officials to make the right decision on our behalf.……….so much for transparency. It appears that no one wishes to speak about the BP Settlement on the record because the Court just might send a U.S. Marshal to their front door and take that person off to jail, yes for just sharing the information with their constituents, the same people who put them in office. It appears that from recent reports to the public that counties, cities, and school districts, are under confidentiality agreements not to talk about the terms of the settlement with BP.  If that was and is the situation, then why was the “news conference and big hoopla surrounding the settlement made public in the first place as we observed Phil Bryant and Jim Hood holding a press conference stating that approximately $2.2 BILLION dollars will be sent to Mississippi?  Could it be an election year for the Governor and Attorney General? Naaaaah, that couldn’t be the real reason. If news reports are accurate that Biloxi has settled for $5million, D’Iberville close to a $1million, and Long Beach about $316,000, and if you factor in all of the other municipalities within the three Coastal Counties, the total figures do not come close to making sense as to the distribution of approximately $1.5 BILLION immediately and the approximately $750 Million over the next 20 years. Using the average/ per city figure of 

$5 Million Dollars times ten municipalities within the three Coast Counties, the amount comes to a total of $50 Million. For discussion sake, assuming that another $50 Million will be distributed among the counties of Hancock, Harrison, and Jackson counties, the total figure still only comes to $100 Million Dollars……..a long way from the figure of $1.2 Billion.

In my opinion it is incumbent on the Mississippi Governor’s Office to immediately further release a “detailed account” of where the remaining$1.2 Billion and the remaining $750 Million over the next 20 years will be earmarked and designated for the Three Coastal Counties only and will not be spent on any other projects with the State of Mississippi.

Trust but verify as President Ronald Reagan always said. As a State Senator, I have seen the equivalent of armored trucks loading up funds at the State Capitol in Jackson with good intentions to deliver the funds to a specific destination point, but somehow the armored truck along the way took a “few odd turns, hit bumps and money fell out of the back door” and the full amount never reached its designation.

If I were an elected official in the three Coast Counties, I would immediately want the governor to “spell out the specifics of distribution of the remaining approximately $2.1 BILLION as to where the money will go, what agencies or individuals will be handling the flow-through money.” I would certainly have more questions than answers that have been provided thus far to the people of South Mississippi. Until we meet again, Shhhhh ! Transparency? Bob Usey can be reached at bob@bobusey.com. © “Copyright”, 2015, Bob Usey
