BP MONEY COAST COUNTIES AND THE STATE

It appears that everyone is running around lately “covering his or her own rear anterior.” Let me explain further what I mean.  Members of the Mississippi Legislature are presently filing bills stating that “at least” 80 % of any B.P. Settlement money (approximately $750 M) should be allocated to the three Coast Counties of Jackson, Harrison and Hancock. Now who could be against such a request, as that sounds reasonable since the majority of any immediate and long-term damage done by the BP Oil Spill will be in the three counties mentioned?

Each of the three counties and each city within those counties will pass a resolution supporting and requesting that any money remains within the three coastal counties. Copies of these resolutions will be sent to members of our Coast Legislative Delegation and then everyone will wait and see what happens next. Our legislative delegation can only do so much and need more help other than sending a passive resolution.

Solution: Three people are going to determine what funds (much less the requested 80%) and the amount of funds we on the Coast receive and deserve. Tate Reeves as Lt. Governor, and Phillip Gunn, House Speaker each can determine individually what and where bills are assigned within their respective legislative bodies; moreover, Reeves and Gunn can also individually decide what bills in their respective chambers are passed or not passed. Nothing passes the Senate or House without the Ok from its respective leader.

We are placing far too much pressure on our Coast Legislative Delegation alone to “bring those BP Funds back to the Coast.” 

Tate Reeves who is presently elected statewide and Phillip Gunn who appears to aspire to another office needs our votes (two thirds of Mississippi voters are south of Jackson). Both Legislative Leaders should be addressed by our Governmental officials DIRECTLY with a letter asking each what is their individual position of 80%+ of the BP Funds returned directly to their rightful place on the Coast. YES or NO, a simple question and answer.

Finally, Phil Bryant as Governor has the power to veto any bill that does not provide for BP Funding, which returns at least 80% to the three Coast Counties. Since not all of the BP Money will be by direct legislative appropriation, Phil Bryant as Governor knows when and through what state agencies “flow through money” from the BP Settlement will be disbursed. With the preceding thoughts in mind, it would be wise for our municipal and county officials along with appointed officials to be relentless in keeping pressure on the Governor, Lt. Governor, and Speaker of the House and support the efforts of our local legislators in what appears to be a herculean effort at best. Remember, it has been said that all politics is local.” The Governor, Lt. Governor, and Speaker of the House all have their permanent hometown residences within ten minutes of the Capital, need I say any more? Another article that I have previously written with more details about the “hush-hush” and the $2.2 Billion settlement can be read at BOBUSEY.COM (Dated 7-12-15)
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