BILOXI INDIANS MASCOT

I graduated from Notre Dame High School (Rebels) in Biloxi while most of my friends graduated from Biloxi High School (Indians) and the D’Iberville (Warriors). 

Each of the preceding schools is equally proud of their tradition in academics, sports, and all extracurricular activities and their mascots. Never during my lifetime did anyone question the name “Indians” as being disrespectful in any way shape or form. Even today, I have not heard of any local individuals being upset with the name. It appears on a “very slow news day” when someone at one of the news media offices located on DuBuys Road decided to surf the internet and found a person in Alberta Canada that was beginning a petition asking for the Biloxi School District to do away with the Biloxi High School  mascot. This occurred only after the Biloxi High School band had probably raised a lot of money for the trip to Washington D.C. to be part of the National Cherry Blossom Festival parade. All of the Biloxi High Band members, their parents, and faculty and administration supporters should not let the “Spirit and Pride” of Biloxi High School be diminished by this outside group of people.

This day and time of political correctness has gone amuck and needs to be treated as such. I grew up with both of my parents working most of their entire life in the seafood factories in Biloxi, often “shucking oyster” to put food on the table for us children. Would I be offended by the name of the new baseball team ? Heck no, I am proud that the name was chosen so that those early workers in the Biloxi seafood industry would be “honored” in print at every printing in the news concerning a game played by the Biloxi Shuckers Baseball Team. There are many living here who are not old enough or just do not  know what an “oyster shucker”is. Hopefully, now you know and by the  way, “GO INDIANS & WARRIORS.” Bob Usey can be reached at bob@bobusey.com. © “Copyright”, 2015, Bob Usey
