BILOXI AND GULFPORT FIGHT TO A DRAW

Since I do not know as to what was and is in the minds of the Mayors of Biloxi and Gulfport, I will write this opinion based on recent developments in the news. As you may recall the two mayors supported by a majority their respective City Councils both wanted to annex a certain area of land adjacent to each city and of course located in Harrison County.

The annexation proceedings took place in the lower courts of our Judicial System with Biloxi being granted a decision, Gulfport appealing the decision, Biloxi was upheld and finally Gulfport appealed to the State Supreme Court until recently for a final decision, one way or the other. Not knowing the actual amount of time and money spent on legal fees by each city, I do not understand why the two mayors have agreed to “call it quits” at this point time. Furthermore, it even makes less sense for the two mayors to state that the two cities will just dismiss the suit, “but this will be just for the present term of each administration”, then who knows what is next. 

“Agreeing to dismiss the suit” by both cities after spending millions of hard-earned taxpayers dollars and years fighting in court reminds me of two kids in a fistfight and both get tired and agree to “catch their wind and rest for a minute” but will resume the fight shortly……..probably starting all over again. In this particular case spending millions of tax dollars when both cities could use the millions of legal fees more wisely for their citizens.

Have the two cities ever thought that a majority of their citizens may not want nor care about annexation at this time, and one way to decide would be simply to have that issue on the ballot during the next election, even though it is non binding.  Bob Usey can be reached at bob@bobusey.com © “Copyright”, 2014, Bob Usey
