$25 MILLION AND RISING 20 YEARS LATER!

A twenty million dollar impact on the economy of the Mississippi Gulf Coast by the “Crusin the Coast” participants is probably a very conservative figure by those who crunch figures for a living. Think about a few other added numbers. Almost 8000 cars were officially registered with the Crusin the Coast Inc, at this always-memorable event on the 20th Anniversary of the inaugural event.  If nearly 8000 cars were officially registered, probably at least that many more cars were not officially registered and each with one or more occupants spent at least one or several days on our beautiful Gulf Coast. During their stay on the Gulf Coast all were dining, buying gas, clothing, and souvenirs, along with occupying the many hotel rooms along the entire Mississippi Gulf Coast. Finally let’s not forget those who “dropped a few coins” at one of the Casinos during their stay with us.

If there were any incidents of any kind involving unruly visitors, the public was not made aware of any kind of negative activity.  Crusin the Coast is the kind of activity that needs to continue to be “bigger and better” each year and include all of the Coast’s Municipalities as appeared to have occurred in recent years. “AMERICA’S LARGEST BLOCK PARTY” as the annual event has been promoted appears to be spreading not only throughout the United States, but appears to have established ambassadors in other countries.

Sure there is an executive and board of directors who work tirelessly on behalf of “Crusin the Coast” throughout the year to put on this event “showing off our beautiful Gulf Coast.” It is every business owner and taxpayer who will benefit directly and indirectly in the long run. Sure, for a few days each year, traveling to and from our destination takes a little of more of our time. In the end, I never hear of anyone speaking of heading NORTH FOR THE WINTER. I can guess that the tens of thousands that were drawn here will go back to their home state and “spread the word about good Ole Southern Hospitality in Mississippi” and will certainly return bring others, many to head “SOUTH FOR LIFE.” Bob Usey can be reached at bob@bobusey.com©“Copyright”, 2016, Bob Usey
